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Students call for county reform
Group says police
policies must
incorporate mental
health resources
By Shruthi Lakshmanan
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State community members
gathered in front of the Olympic Black
Power Statue on Thursday to listen to
Students Against Mass Incarceration
members speak on the issues of Santa
Clara County’s new 988 mental health
crisis line.
In 2020, Congress established the
988 dialing code as the mental health
crisis hotline via the National Suicide
Prevention Lifeline, according to the
U.S. government’s Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration
webpage.
Members of Students Against Mass
Incarceration, a student advocacy group,
said the 988 service line collaborates
with the police department, which
would possibly lead to a police response
rather than one from a mental health
provider.
“This is dangerous because not
all police officers are trained in crisis
intervention and are not properly prepared
to de-escalate high-stress situations
CAROLYN BROWN | SPARTAN DAILY

A letter from Laurie Valdez’s son, Josiah Antonio Lopez, to UPD oﬃcers could be seen in front of the Olympic Black Power Statue.
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SJSU wildﬁre center advances research
By Rainier de Fort-Menares
STAFF WRITER

San Jose State’s Wildfire Interdisciplinary
Research
Center
conducted
a
prescribed-burn wildfire experiment on
Oct. 24 to study extreme fire behavior and
fire spread in steep canyons.
Meteorology graduate student Maritza
Arreola Amaya said she was spearheading
the experiment for her masters thesis.
Arreola Amaya said fires on canyons
are the most dangerous kinds of wildfires
because of their unpredictability.
She said her motivation for that
experiment was the significant amount of
firefighter deaths that occurred on canyon
slopes.
“It feels surreal just being a part of this.
It feels like we’re doing something really
special,” Arreola Amaya said. “I didn’t actually
know that this was the first time this kind of
experiment was going to take place – that got
me pretty excited that it was my thesis.”
In 1994, 14 firefighters died in the South
Canyon Fire near Glenwood Springs,
Colorado, according to a July 6, 2018 article
by Denver7.
California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection, or CAL FIRE, conducted the
prescribed burn on a 100-acres canyon while
researchers collected weather and fire data
using on-site technology, according to an
Oct. 26 SJSU NewsCenter article.
The experiment was created by
PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU MEDIA RELATIONS
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SJSU Wildﬁre Interdisciplinary Research Center members evaluate data of a prescribed-burn wildﬁre experiment on Oct. 24.
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POLICE
Continued from page 1
that can occur when a person
is in crisis,” keynote speaker
Kat Adamson said at the start of the
rally.
Santa Clara County integrated
the 24/7 hotline service into its
system on July 16 for people to
call when they need assistance
in a mental health or substance
use crisis, according to a July 15
Santa Clara County news release.
The county stated in its release
that the hotline would “provide
support by phone or an in-person
response, depending on the nature
of the situation.”
Adamson, a sociology senior and
Students Against Mass Incarceration
member, continued their speech
by advocating for transparency
regarding the structural organization
of the 988 crisis line.
They said they need to be
informed on the screening process
for calls and what the criteria for
police dispatch versus mental health
providers are.
“We are also here today because
under 988, there is an organization
called TRUST . . . which is a mental
health-crisis response team that has
been specifically trained to handle
these crises with no police response,”
Adamson said.
Trusted response urgent support
team, or TRUST, is a “community
service that helps Santa Clara County
residents during an urgent mental
health or substance use situation,”
according to Momentum for Health,
one of the three partner programs
of TRUST.
CAROLYN BROWN | SPARTAN DAILY
“The county has done a poor job
Kat
Adamson,
sociology
senior
and
Students
Against
Mass
Incarceration
member,
speaks
out
Thursday
by
the
Olympic
Black Power Statue.
of explaining 988 and TRUST to the

We are demanding that the county give TRUST a separate 10-digit
phone number that is not connected to 988, so callers can directly
contact TRUST and be certain that they will receive the care they need
and there will be no police involvement.
Jovana Lizardo

sociology senior, Students Against Mass Incarceration member

community and it has been difficult
to access information around
these organizations,” Adamson
said. “There has also not been a
movement to specifically educate the
community around TRUST.”
Laurie Valdez, a member of
Silicon Valley Debug, which is
an advocacy and multimedia
storytelling organization, shared
her story about the death of her
husband, Antonio Guzman-Lopez.
On Feb. 21, 2014, Guzman-Lopez
was killed in a UPD officer-involved
shooting near the SJSU campus,
according to an April 3, 2014 CBS
article.
“Instead of meeting him with care
and support, they met him with guns
and violence and within 50 seconds,
they shot him dead, twice in the
back, leaving my son fatherless,”
Valdez said. “[Had] they taken the
time to figure out that Antonio only
spoke Spanish and understood it,
they could have gotten an officer
who spoke Spanish to communicate
with him better.”
Guzman-Lopez was shot by
UPD Sgt. Mike Santos and Officer
Frits Van der Hoek after they
responded to a report of a man
carrying a knife near campus.
Guzman-Lopez’s case was
independently investigated by

the Santa Clara County and
San Mateo County District
Attorney’s offices and was deemed
legally justifiable “in response to
an immediate threat” that could
“result in great harm or death,”
according to a university statement
from previous Spartan Daily
reporting in a March 11, 2019
article.
She alleged that the police
officers were both trained in crisis
intervention but they never used
that training to help Guzman-Lopez.
Copies of a letter that Laurie
Valdez’s son, Josiah Antonio Lopez,
wrote to police officers and shared
his feelings about the loss of his
father could be seen at the event.
“I’m the little boy when I was
four you killed my dad . . . When
I was little I needed my father
because he didn’t get to do stuff like
you with your kids,” Josiah Antonio
Lopez wrote. “Why didn’t you just
talk to him?”
Valdez stood beside Sharon
Watkins, another Silicon Valley
Debug member and a mother
affected by gun violence, who
was holding a poster board with
portraits of other victims.
Phillip Watkins, 23, was in the
middle of a mental health crisis on
Feb. 11, 2015, when he called the

WILDFIRE
Continued from page 1
Craig Clements, professor of meteorology
and Wildfire Interdisciplinary Research
Center director, and supported by
CAL FIRE.
Clements said the experiment is important
because it represents a dangerous situation
that has only been modeled or simulated in
a lab.
The technology around the canyon
allowed researchers to measure fire spread,
flame heat flux, fire perimeter, fire weather
and fire-atmosphere interactions, according
to the SJSU NewsCenter article.
Arreola Amaya said Clements approached
her in Spring with the experiment that
became her master’s thesis.
She said the experiment started over the

police from his fiance’s mother’s
house in San Jose and said a
man armed with a knife was
trying to break in, according to a
Sept. 29, 2015 Santa Clara County
District Attorney’s Office report on
his death.
Phillip Watkins fabricated
the scenario and when arriving,
SJPD officers James Soh and
Ryan Dote saw Phillip Watkins
coming toward them holding a
four-inch blade, according to the
county DA’s report. Soh and Dote
warned him to stop and drop the
knife before they shot him multiple
times, and he died later at a local
hospital, according to the same
report.
Sharon Watkins said her son
seemed upset and suicidal before
the cops were called, according to
Feb.12, 2015 NBC Bay Area article.
They shared the names of other
victims with similar experiences
with law enforcement and Valdez
emphasized the importance of
educating people about TRUST and
the team having a direct phone line.
“TRUST is a way to save lives
[and] honor everybody who has
been killed here in Santa Clara
County, to honor their memory
because they should still be here,”
Valdez said.

summer, when Arreola Amaya and her
team started to set up instrumentation in
preparation for the prescribed burn.
“There were a lot of challenges during the
summer, we were dealing with a lot of old
instrumentation that hadn’t been used for
years,” Arreola Amaya said.
In June, they installed two weather stations
that collected data from then until the day of
the experiment in October.
Arreola Amaya said in the same month
they set up a sodar, a sonic detection tool that
can be used to measure wind.
She said with the help of Pacific Gas and
Electric Company (PG&E), they put up four
poles around the ridge of the canyon that had
four 3D sonic anemometers that measure
three-dimensional winds and turbulence.
Meteorology graduate student Justin Haw
was one of the students working with Arreola
Amaya on the project.

Jovana Lizardo, sociology
senior and Students Against
Mass Incarceration member, held
a moment of silence and then
spoke about the importance of
distinguishing TRUST as a separate
forum from 988.
“We want clear answers from
the community about how 988 is
different from calling 911,” Lizardo
said. “We are demanding that the
county give TRUST a separate
10-digit phone number that is not
connected to 988, so callers can
directly contact TRUST and be
certain that they will receive the
care they need and there will be no
police involvement.”
Sara Tapia-Silva, sociology
senior and Students Against Mass
Incarceration member, was the
last keynote speaker and used her
time to call on Santa Clara County’s
Board of Supervisors to urge them to
see this issue as an emergency.
“[Students
Against
Mass
Incarceration],
concerned
community members and other
organizations have reached out
multiple times to the board of
supervisors, asking them to support
TRUST,” Tapia-Silva said. “If the
board of supervisors truly believes
that this is an emergency, we urge
them to treat it as such.”
Other guest speakers included
William Armaline, director of the
SJSU’s Human Rights Institute and
associate sociology professor, who
commended Students Against Mass
Incarceration’s advocacy efforts and
voiced the Institute’s support for
its cause.
“We, as an institute, like our
work to be student driven as well,”
Armaline said. “The sort of ideas
and campaigns [that] come out of

Haw said safety was a concern when they
were setting up the experiment as it involved
maneuvering around the canyon itself.
He said they would frequently have to
climb under barbed-wire fences because
they were entering private property.
Haw said the initial burn was supposed
to be in September but was pushed back
because of complications with the
landowners and the start of the foggy season.
“We had to keep waiting for an ideal time
period and then finally everything aligned
on that day, Oct. 24,” Haw said. “That was
literally the last day before it started raining
and everything so it’s like perfect timing.”
Representatives from PG&E, Hexion and
Stella-Jones Corporation and Technosylva
participated in SJSU’s study, according to the
SJSU NewsCenter article.
Arreola Amaya said researchers from
Australia, Russia, Spain and Chile came to

student teams, [we] sometimes jump
in and weaponize it . . . [We] help
them do things they wouldn’t be
able to do on their own. [Students
Against Mass Incarceration] is one
of those kinds of groups.”
He also acknowledged Scott
Myers-Lipton, a sociology and
interdisciplinary social sciences
professor, and his class as being the
starting point for Students Against
Mass Incarceration.
Myers-Lipton has taught a social
action class every semester at
SJSU that tackles different social
justice issues.
“I would say the Students For
Mass Incarceration have been going
[for], maybe four semesters now,”
Myers-Lipton said. “There was great
interest in mass incarceration and
how it impacts African Americans
and Latinos and poor folks at
higher rates than other groups. So
I think there’s just an interest.”
The protest concluded with
members encouraging the audience
to scan QR codes that were placed
on a nearby table that would create
email templates to send to the
county’s board of supervisors.
Kat Adamson emphasized the
importance of taking that action.
“It’s not just preventative for
suicide for yourself, which it
definitely does that too, but it’s for
everyone,” Adamson said. “I think
it takes a whole community to
take care of the community. So it’s
important to have people fall into
that line.”

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter @SpartanDaily

participate in the experiment, setting up
their own instrumentations around the
canyon.
“It should help models work better to be
able to predict fire behavior in canyons for
the firefighters,” Arreola Amaya said.
Clements told the university in a video
interview that this was the first time the
Wildfire Interdisciplinary Research Center
has been able to put all sorts of instruments
together and measure one fire in a canyon.
“The data from this experiment will be
used to develop the next generation of fire
behavior models so we can predict extreme
fire behavior and extreme wildfire behavior
in the future,” Clements said.

Follow Rainier on Twitter
@demenares
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35
SPARTANS

31
UPCOMING
GAME
SJSU vs Hawai`i

Nov. 26 @ 12:30 p.m.
PHOTO COURTESY OF SAN JOSE
STATE ATHLETICS

Junior quarterback
Chevan Cordeiro
drops back to pass
against the Utah State
Aggies at Maverik
Stadium on Saturday
night. He threw for 257
yards and recorded
four total touchdowns
against the Aggies.
Cordeiro has thrown
for 2,677 yards and
18 touchdowns while
rushing for 196 yards
and 8 touchdowns this
season.

Spartans drop second straight game
By Brandon Twomey

run game throughout the night, rushing
for a total of 84 yards compared to
Utah State’s 186.
Kairee Robinson led the team in
The San Jose State football team
lost its second straight game against rushing with 69 yards on 12 attempts.
The Aggies’ defense pressured
Utah State University 35-31 on
Saturday night at Maverik Stadium in Cordeiro all night, sacking him 5
times and holding him to 15 yards
Logan, Utah.
Junior quarterback Chevan Cordeiro
continued to show why he is a two-time
Mountain West Offensive Player of the
Week as he completed 20 of 30 passes for
257 yards and 4 touchdowns.
He has thrown for a career-best
18 touchdowns on the season in only
10 games.
Cordeiro’s primary receiver this
season, Elijah Cooks, led the team in
both receptions and receiving yards,
hauling in 7 catches for 125 yards and
3 receiving touchdowns. This was on the ground.
“I can run the whole game,” said
Cooks’s first multi-touchdown game of
Cordeiro regarding his level of
the year, as well as his career high.
“There’s nights where you have that conditioning throughout the night. “We
feeling you’re playing your best ball and just need to watch film and do the extra,
I just felt like that tonight,” Cooks said. that’s what shows.”
“I felt like nobody could stop me.”
Cordeiro connected with Cooks
Despite career days from both early in the first quarter on a 36-yard
Cordeiro and Cooks, it wasn’t enough to touchdown pass, but a blocked extra
point kick kept the score at 6-0.
get the Spartans over the hump.
The Aggies would bounce back and
SJSU struggled to find any sort of
STAFF WRITER

score 21 unanswered points to take a
21-6 lead late in the second quarter.
The Spartans cut the lead before the
half as the offense came right back onto
the field and drove 65-yards in 4 plays
that ended with a 29-yard touchdown
pass from Cordeiro to Cooks to help
close the gap to 21-13.

We just need to watch film and do the extra,
that’s what shows.
Chevan Cordeiro
junior quarterback

To open the second half, SJSU put
up 3 more points thanks to a 41-yard
field goal by Spartans place kicker
Taren Schive to make the score 21-16.
Utah State answered with a touchdown
of its own to make it a 2-possession
game and extend its lead to 28-16.
The Spartans then made a crucial
response as Cordeiro located Cooks
in the end zone to put the score at
28-23 with 2:11 left to go in the

third quarter.
Sophomore tight end Jackson Canaan
found the end zone to help the Spartans
reclaim the lead 31-28 with 6:42 left to
go in the game, taking their first lead
since the first quarter.
Utah State’s Calvin Tyler Jr. scored
his third and most important rushing
touchdown on a game-winning 3-yard
run to go up 35-31 late in the fourth
quarter. He added 125 rushing yards on
30 attempts.
Head coach Brent Brennan said Utah
State’s rushing attack was a key reason
why SJSU lost Saturday night’s game.
“Our team [is] frustrated because
we’ve been so good against the run
all year, been one of the best teams in
the conference and at one time, one of
the best teams in the country, and we
weren’t tonight,” Brennan said.
Cordeiro will take on his former
team as the Spartans host the
University of Hawai`i at 12:30 p.m.
Saturday at CEFCU Stadium for a
regular season finale.

Follow Brandon on Twitter
@brandon_2me

VOLLEYBALL

SJSU loses final home game of season to SDSU
By Carolyn Brown
STAFF WRITER

The San Jose State
volleyball team lost its
final game of the regular
season 3 - 1 to San
Diego State University
on Saturday afternoon in
Yoshihiro Uchida Hall.
This game was the last
home game for Sarah
Smevog, Carly AignerSwesey, Haylee Nelson
and Alyssa Sugai.
San Diego won the first
set 25 - 23 after an attack
error by senior outside
hitter Amethyst Harper.
The next set was even
more competitive, with
the teams tying nine times
and the lead changing
three times.
SDSU began to lead in
the second set after an
attack error was made
by SJSU middle blocker
Brooke Bryant, bringing
the score to 16 - 15. The
Aztecs maintained their
lead until they won the
set 25-20 and took a
2-0 series lead.
It seemed like the Aztecs
were going to secure their

against us,” Nelson said.
“People are going to bring
their A Game against us.
We could have sank down
and hid from the moment,
and we didn’t do that.
This was a sentiment
shared by Smevog.
“It was a fiery San
Diego State team that had
a lot to lose,” Smevog said.
“They came out really
gritty and they were ready
to go.”
Smevog recorded a
season-best 27 digs against
San Diego State according
to a Monday Twitter
post by Mountain West.
She was also named the
Mountain West Defensive
KYLE TRAN | SPARTAN DAILY
Outside hitter Haylee Nelson attempts a kill during Saturday afternoon’s game Player of the Week for her
performance.
against San Diego State University. Nelson recorded 15 kills and 14 digs.
Head Coach Trent
win in the third set, but lead.
by Sugai caused another Kersten said he was still
after a service ace by
The teams tied 11 times tie.
proud of his team even
Smevog, San Jose State and the lead changed
San Diego State took with this loss.
brought the score to 4 times during the set.
hold of the opportunity,
“It doesn’t show the
22-21.
In the second half of scoring two consecutive body of work that they’ve
SJSU won the third the fourth set, SJSU and points to win the set accomplished here as
set 25-22 after a kill by SDSU kept the scores 26-24 and the game 3-1.
a Spartan and just as a
Nelson gave the Spartans close, with both teams
Despite
the
loss, human and the impact
the edge.
going back and forth.
Nelson gave credit to that they’ve had on our
The fourth set was
San Jose took a one San Diego State’s play.
program,” Kersten said.
rocky for SJSU as SDSU point lead with the score
“San Diego played the “So I’m really proud of
quickly took a five-point 24 - 23, but a service error best they’ve ever played them.”

But, the game was about
more than just volleyball.
It was senior day, which
is the last home game for
the seniors on the team.
“I feel like I’ve left on a
good note and I’m just sad
that I won’t be able to play
with my teammates here
again,” Smevog said.
Kersten said he feels
like they’re going to go
make some extra noise
in the Mountain West
Tournament.
The Spartans have a
first round-bye and are
scheduled to play the
winner of the Colorado
State - San Diego State
matchup on Thursday
3 p.m Pacific Time in
Moby Arena in Fort
Collins, Colo.

Follow the Spartan Daily
on Twitter
@Spartandaily
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Is Pokémon a good video game series?
The franchise is still fresh
and exciting after 26 years

It’s overdone, boring and a
waste of time and money

and leveling them up alongside each other
is the best experience I’ve ever had with a
video game.
Satoshi Tajiri, the creator of the
Pokémon franchise, claims that the joining
of two Game Boys, a handheld game
system through a link cable, inspired
him to create a game which embodied
the collection and companionship of
his childhood hobby, insect collecting,
according to DBpedia.
Pokémon heavily influences you to
trade with other players to complete the
Pokémon Encyclopedia, also known as a
Pokédex, which is any hardcore Pokémon
player’s goal, according to a Nov. 18
Gamespot article.
Some people say Pokémon is “always
the same game.” I think there’s a good
reason why the video game’s general
structure has always stayed the same.
The franchise made $27 million from
2021-2022 between the Pokémon video
games Brilliant Diamond, Shining Pearl
and Legends: Arceus, two of which are
video game remakes from 10 years ago,
according to a Jul. 15 report by Statistia.
Another reason why the video games
haven’t changed much is because players
are drawn to the nostalgia of Pokémon.
In my opinion, most players who
say the video games are the same have
likely never played Pokémon since their
childhood.
If they did, they would see that while
the base gameplay remains the same,
the endless combinations of Pokémon a
person can have in their party really
works to freshen up the atmosphere of the
video game.
You never know what Pokémon you’ll
find or what kind of battles you’ll have.
This has greatly helped new
installments of the video games, so they
don’t always seem like the same over
the years.
Ultimately, I believe that the Pokémon
video games are outstanding role-playing
games that make for clean fun.
To those who haven’t played any of the
video games since childhood, I say give
the latest Pokémon entries a real chance.

The video game still has the same turnbased combat and most of the same
combat mechanics.
Since 1996, the only major inclusions
to Pokémon’s core combat has been the
inclusion of the fairy type, mega evolutions
and dynamax. Two of these, mega
evolutions and dynamax, are nowhere to be
found in the most recent entries, Pokémon
Scarlet and Violet, released on Friday
I understand that the appeal of Pokémon
video games is that they are easy to
understand and easy for people to play. For
a video game mostly marketed toward a
younger audience, I think it’s important to
keep your gameplay simplistic.
But that doesn’t mean that the video
games can’t change at all, especially when
you consider that Pokémon is published
by Nintendo.
Nintendo is a video game company that
isn’t afraid to take big risks and make massive
changes to their existing franchises.
Legend of Zelda: Breath of the Wild was a
reimagining of the Zelda franchise that was
well received by fans and critics.
The exact same thing happened with
Super Mario Odyssey where Nintendo
reimagined what a Mario video game
could be.
Nintendo has always been innovative
when it comes to their video games yet
Pokémon remains the same.
I would love to see a Pokémon video
game that ditches the turn-based combat
the franchise is known for and opt for a
real-time battle system. Giving the combat
an overhaul would completely change the
Pokémon formula, adding in a modern
touch.
Pokémon video games are also known
for always having two opposite versions,
like Pokémon Fire Red and Leaf Green, for
example. While it is a cute trick, charging
$60 for two near-identical copies of a video
game is outdated and is inherently predatory
in nature.
While only the most hardcore Pokémon
fans would buy both versions of the video
game, the fact that Nintendo is selling the full
Pokémon experience for $120 needs
to change.
I believe Pokémon developer Game Freak
needs to take a step back from the franchise
and think on how they can make a new
Pokémon experience, one that isn’t identical
to the previous.

Jeremy Martin
STAFF WRITER

I can’t imagine why anybody wouldn’t
want to play a Pokémon video game.
Pokémon is the biggest multimedia
franchise which earned $105 billion
worldwide as of August 2021, according to a
Statistia study.
The latest Pokémon entries titled Scarlet
and Violet, released on Friday, have sold over
$440 million and have the highest amount
of pre-order sales in the franchise’s history,
according to a Nov. 18 article by Gamespot, a
video game news website.
Many argue that the base gameplay hasn’t
changed in the franchise’s 26-year-history.
But with each new entry, the video games
introduce new mechanics to keep the
series fresh.
Pokémon X and Y, released in 2013,
introduced mega evolution, a temporary
evolution that gives your Pokémon a
significant stat boost, like attack or defense.
Pokémon Sun and Moon has Z-Moves,
powerful moves capable of knocking out an
opponent’s Pokémon in one hit. Pokémon
Sword and Shield, released in 2019, has
dynamax which makes your Pokémon
giant, give stat boosts and can change its
overall look.
Even Pokémon Scarlett and Violet have
broken away from past mainline video
games by creating a more sociable entry of
the narrative.
Instead of just picking your starter
Pokémon right off the bat, the new entries
allow you to spend time with them before
deciding, giving players the opportunity to
establish a more emotional connection with
the Pokémon.
Past entries were more about making
a quick choice and racing through battles
rather than exploring a Pokémon’s
personality and establishing a connection
with the player.
Seeing what Pokémon your friends have

Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter
@SpartanDaily

Rainier de Fort-Menares
STAFF WRITER

The magic of playing my first Pokémon
video game is something I’ll always
remember fondly. I was 8 years old when I
played my first video game, Pokémon Fire
Red, on the Game Boy Advance.
My younger self was enthralled by the
world of Pokémon. My sister and I would
play for hours on end whenever we got
home from school.
Back in 2008, when I was first exposed
to the franchise, I was in love with the
video games, the trading cards and the
TV series.
Nowadays, I can’t help but hate the
recent direction of Pokémon video games.
The difference between the old
Pokémon video games and the newer ones
is so negligible, it’s astounding.
The fact that the first Pokémon video
game, released in 1996, would play so
similarly to a newly released Pokémon
video game in 2022 is not something I
would expect from a 20-year-old franchise.
In fact, every mainline Pokémon video
game has the same repeated formula
except for one: Pokémon Legends: Arceus.
Compared to Arceus, every mainline
video game in the franchise starts out with
choosing between one of three starter
Pokémon and tasks you with defeating
eight gym leaders around the region to
then challenge the Pokémon league.
As a player, you set out on a journey
encountering wild Pokémon, capturing
them and forming a team of six to aid you
in your goal.
Most of the mainline additions to the
franchise will include a new region and
addition of 100 or so new Pokémon.
For over 20 years, this repeated formula
has stayed the exact same with
little change.
You still have the same objective and
means of accomplishing that objective.

Follow Rainier on Twitter
@demenares
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We need talk about Thanksgiving

Myenn Rahnoma
STAFF WRITER

“

GRAPHIC BY CAROLYN BROWN

plague throughout the region,
according to a Nov. 22, 2021 article
by Green Matters, a publication
highlighting the climate crisis.
Everything about this “holiday” is a
sham, even the symbolism. There’s no
evidence of turkey or sweet potato pie
being served originally, according to
Blackfeet Tribe member Gyasi Ross in a
Nov. 21, 2021 video essay for MSNBC.
It didn’t stop there either. Eventually,
the majority of their land was stolen.
Tisquantum, more commonly known
as “Squanto,” was a well known member
of the Patuxet tribe who helped the
Pilgrims as a guide and interpreter.
Squanto helped the Pilgrims, who were
weakened by malnutrition and illness,
and by teaching them how to cultivate
corn, catch fish, avoid poisonous plants

and extract sap from maple trees,
according to a Nov. 15 History.com
article.
In return for his kindness? Thomas
Hunt, an English “explorer” kidnapped
him and sold him into slavery in Spain,
according to a profile by Biography.com.
By the time he escaped and returned
home, he discovered his tribe was killed
by smallpox, which the colonizers were
responsible for bringing.
We’ve all known at least some of this
to some extent, so why the hell are we
still celebrating this event? Don’t get me
wrong, I’m not complaining about some
turkey and a couple of days off, but at
what cost?
The concept is now also to “give
thanks and show gratitude” which is
ironic, considering the colonizers did the
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ACROSS
1. A tall mechanical lifting
device
6. Natural sweetener
11. Not a winner
12. Abundant
15. Time of the year
16. Reproducing documents
17. Flat hat
18. Approaching
20. Holiday drink
21. Ardent
23. Accomplished
24. Cone-bearing trees
25. Heredity unit
26. Clump of hair
27. Glazier’s unit
28. Border
29. Addition
30. Finger jewelry
31. Relevant
34. Buffalo
36. Diety
37. Long, long time
41. Ends a prayer
42. Moving vehicles
43. Smack
44. Pesky insect
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Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

CROSSWORD PUZZLE
1

same thing by harming Native American
people in literally every way possible.
Native Americans have received the
short end of the stick time and time
again, from having their rights and
land stripped from them to the blatant
ignorance and stereotyping surrounding
their backgrounds and customs.
It’s time to question the normalization
of a capitalist concept that celebrates
mass genocide and all sorts of atrocious
crimes.

“Act like a nut.”

Thanksgiving has become a
celebratory staple in American culture,
symbolizing the official pivot into the
holiday season. It’s celebrated on the
fourth Thursday of November, but what
exactly is being celebrated?
American elementary schools have
taught us that Thanksgiving is a feast to
celebrate the arrival of the colonizers.
Well not those words exactly, but some
common keywords include “Pilgrims,”
“Mayflower” and “Plymouth Rock.”
As we get older, we slowly learn that
this is a distorted version of history. By
the time we’re in high school, we are
fully aware of the fact that this holiday
is commemorating the mass genocide of
Native American people.
To be specific, the story of the first
Thanksgiving was the “first meal” in
Plymouth, Mass. However, the first
official Thanksgiving that was federally
recognized was to celebrate the
creation of the Constitution of the
United States, according to a Nov. 14
article by Almanac.
Highly romanticized and historically
inaccurate, the common narrative is that
the poor European immigrants (also
known as the Pilgrims) arrived on a ship
named the Mayflower.
By the time the Pilgrims settled,
they were starving, so Native American
people shared their harvest with them.
What is often omitted from the
narrative is that the Pilgrims repaid their
gratitude by kidnapping and enslaving
the Native Americans and spreading a
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47. Small piece of cloth
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51. Buddhist sect
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54. Craving
56. Restraining device
57. Bay window
58. Foe
59. Joyous
DOWN
1. Split
2. Wandering
3. Donkey
4. Used in advertising signs
5. Coastal raptor
6. Run very fast
7. Liquid bodily waste
8. Percussion instrument
9. Astern
10. Destroying
13. Breathes noisily while
sleeping
14. They come from hens
15. Phase
16. Squanderers
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19. No longer a child
22. Recessed
24. Daydream
26. Anagram of “Rent”
27. Bowling target
30. Crimsons
32. Anagram of “One”
33. 9 person musical group
34. A yellow fruit
35. Form a mental image
38. Glassworker
39. Keenly
40. Backbone
42. Region between hills
44. Filled with gloom
45. Domain
48. Cubes
49. Ancient Dead Sea
kingdom
50. Arid
53. Browning of skin
55. Mister
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Being a domme warped how I view relationships

Vanessa Tran
STAFF WRITER

Being a domme was fun when
my phone was blowing up with
bank notifications of thousands
of dollars.
However, the dynamics of
power and control I practiced as a
domme ruined my attitude toward
romance and relationships.
A domme refers to a female
dominatrix, according to the
Merriam-Webster dictionary.
I was first introduced to findom,
or financial domination, through
an anonymous Twitter user, Jay,
who messaged me and offered me
money if I physically hurt him.
Financial domination is an
authority fetish which includes
the exchange of money from a
sub, or submissive, to a domme to
demonstrate obedience, according
to Urban Dictionary.
Findom includes humiliation,
blackmailing, stomping and more.
Before learning about what
findom really was, I thought it
was something along the lines of
prostitution.
It’s common for people to
automatically assume that, but sex
work is an umbrella term with
many subcategories that fall
under it.
It was insane that someone
was willing to hand me money,
but I was on board with the idea,
regardless of my safety.
For my own protection, a friend
came with me to meet up with Jay
at the mall. I was instantly taken
aback at how young he was.
I’m not sure what I was
expecting – maybe a super-old
grandpa – but it definitely wasn’t a
middle-aged man.
We got to know each other in
the food court and he had the
strangest request at the end of our
conversation.
He bought me poke from the
food court and asked if I was
comfortable chewing up the meal
and spitting it back out for him to
eat – and yes, I did it.
That was probably the most
disgusting thing I’ve witnessed
but I was also intrigued by how
his brain even thought of that
idea. He later requested we go to
the parking lot so he could lick
the bottoms of my shoes while I
verbally humiliated him.
I made $200 for 20 minutes
of work.
After the successful meetup, I
made a separate Twitter account
with a fake persona to get my name
out there.
My account gained traction the
more I posted pictures of myself
with hashtags.
The job got easier once I posted
videos of my cashmeets which
served as proof to potential clients
that I was serious about my job.
My DMs were overflowing to
the point where the Twitter app
would close on me.
Cashmeets are short meetings
between a domme and her paypigs
where they give her money,
according to an Aug. 21 article on

Findom Income, a website that
teaches how to make money with
financial domination.
As my following grew on
Twitter, I was able to do remote
calls during the coronavirus
pandemic from the comfort of
my bed.
I was being paid to make
demands and humiliate rich men
that had nothing better to do with
their money.
The pandemic was the perfect
remote job experience. Nothing
could beat getting Cash App
notifications while laughing at
someone licking a toilet and
flushing their heads in Skype calls.
Now that I’m looking back at it,
the pandemic wasn’t so bad for me
because I didn’t have to lift a finger
to make money.
I had to open up my laptop
and scream horrendous things into
my webcam.
I started to notice my popularity
and charged a fee to new clients. It
cost $25 to direct message me and
$50 to unblock users who didn’t
follow my orders.
My favorite client was an
economics professor who paid
me $300-400 every few weeks to
meet him in San Francisco. He
would also pay for my gas on top
of the session.
Every time I visited him, I knew
what the plan was going to be: I
had to beat the living shit out of
him for an hour and then go home
as if nothing happened. And, if I
was feeling greedy, I would force
him to buy me dinner before
heading out.
But my clientele wasn’t always
consistent. I’ve had clients I only
spoke to or met once and never
talked to again.
I didn’t mind that at all because
I knew I was going to earn money
from someone else.
My friend, who was also a
domme, came up with an idea to
offer duo sessions to our followers
to make money while doing
less work.
We met up with a tech worker at
an empty park and beat him up for
30 minutes for $200 each.
What was unsettling was the set
of rules he told us about before the
session even started. He was set on
having us continue to beat him up
even if he cried or told us to stop.
No matter how bad I felt or
uncomfortable I was hurting an
innocent man, the money was
what was driving me to continue.

ILLUSTRATION BY KATIA KASOWER

their partners.
No one really talks about the
negatives of being in the industry
because the money was addictive,
but I also treated my partners like
absolute shit.
My mind got so comfortable
with always receiving “princess
treatment” that I expected it from
everyone.

kink that wasn’t even mine.
Aside from that, it solidified the
idea that people only desired me
for my looks.
I have never been in a serious
relationship and still believe it’s
because I’m constantly being
sexualized and not seen as
anything else.
That is an insecurity I carry on

I was being paid to make demands and humiliate
rich men that had nothing better to do with
their money.

I often reminisce about that
and hate how capable I was going
against my own morals.
That moment was so out of
character for me, but I became
too money-hungry to even notice
or care.
I was aware that I was living a
double life and meeting up with
men who had families.
Although I wasn’t doing
anything sexual or intimate with
them, I still felt guilty for satisfying
a fantasy they couldn’t get from
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If I didn’t have things my way
or my existence praised, I would
automatically assume that my
partner wasn’t interested in me.
The God complex I quickly
developed diminished when I
wasn’t receiving what I wanted
from my partners.
I now realize that applying
the expectations from my job to
my relationships was unfair and
unrealistic.
I was reaching for something
that was only feasible through a
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my shoulders everyday because
of how often people don’t take
me seriously.
I hold myself accountable and
can admit I have fed into this idea
– I oversexualize myself because
I think doing so will keep my
partners around.
I contradict myself by not
wanting to be objectified, but
then I put my body on a silver
platter because I’m afraid of being
abandoned.
Being a domme with these
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insecurities didn’t distract me from
them – it triggered something that
I’m still working on.
I had to come to terms with
the fact that all the money in the
world can’t make my self doubts
disappear.
I haven’t been active on my
findom Twitter since October and
haven’t met up with a client in over
a year.
I don’t have any intentions of
returning to findom, because I
know I’ll lose myself again.
I’d rather not sacrifice my sanity
over a quick cash grab. If I were
to ever want to return to findom,
I would want to overcome my
insecurities in myself and my
relationships.
From the outside, it looks like
I’m being sent money to bully
or beat people. But it’s a job that
consumes you as there’s so much
more that comes with being in this
industry.
I recommend anyone interested
in findom to proceed with caution.
It may turn you “rich” overnight,
but it is the farthest thing from
easy.
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